
Total Estimated Money Stolen, Wasted, and Laundered in Lebanon Since 1975, Including 

Direct & Indirect Losses 

Lebanon has suffered from systematic corruption, financial mismanagement, money 

laundering (AML), and embezzlement for nearly 50 years, leading to one of the worst 

economic collapses in modern history. 

      Estimated Total Direct & Indirect Losses (1975 - 2023): $800B - $1 Trillion 

This figure includes stolen public funds, fraudulent financial schemes, wasted resources, and 

indirect losses due to lost economic productivity, mass emigration, and time inefficiencies. 

 

    1. Direct Financial Losses (Stolen, Laundered, or Wasted Money) 

Category 
Estimated 

Amount ($B) 
Key Sources 

Public Funds Embezzled & Stolen by 

Politicians 
$150B - $180B IMF, World Bank, EU Reports 

Waste in Infrastructure & Energy 

Projects 
$40B - $60B 

Lebanese Court of Audit, Al-Jadeed 

Investigations 

Money Laundered via Offshore 

Accounts & AML Schemes 
$80B - $100B 

Swiss Leaks, Pandora Papers, IMF, U.S. 

Treasury 

Fraudulent Banking Sector Ponzi 

Scheme (BDL + Banks) 
$70B - $85B 

World Bank, Lebanese Banking 

Reports 

Fuel & Electricity Sector Corruption $25B - $35B 
Ministry of Energy, Lebanese Audit 

Reports 

Telecom Sector Overpricing & Fraud $12B - $18B 
Lebanese Ministry of 

Telecommunications, World Bank 

Customs & Border Smuggling (Drugs, 

Fuel, Goods, Cars) 
$15B - $25B IMF, Lebanese Customs Reports 

Real Estate & Illegal Public Land 

Seizures 
$10B - $15B Land Registry, Legal Investigations 



Category 
Estimated 

Amount ($B) 
Key Sources 

Foreign Aid & Grants Stolen or 

Misused 
$8B - $12B USAID, EU, UN, World Bank 

Military & Security Sector Corruption $5B - $8B Lebanese Ministry of Defense, SIPRI 

Port of Beirut Corruption & 

Explosives Scandal 
$4B - $7B FBI Report, Lebanese Judiciary 

Garbage & Waste Management 

Scams (Sukleen, Sukomi, etc.) 
$3B - $5B HRW, Lebanese Financial Reports 

International Drug Trade Profits 

(Hezbollah & Cartels) 
$10B - $15B DEA, Interpol, OFAC 

Offshore Wealth Hidden in Swiss & 

Global Accounts 
$100B - $120B 

Swiss Leaks, Panama Papers, Pandora 

Papers 

      Total Direct Theft, Waste & Money Laundered (1975-2023): $500B - $600B 

     Sources & Links: 

• IMF & World Bank Reports on Lebanon’s Financial Crisis (IMF, World Bank) 

• Lebanese Banking Fraud Reports (Bloomberg) 

• Swiss Leaks & Pandora Papers on Lebanese Offshore Wealth (ICIJ) 

• U.S. & EU Sanctions on Corrupt Lebanese Figures (U.S. Treasury, EU Sanctions) 

• Investigations on Hezbollah’s Drug & Smuggling Networks (DEA, Interpol) 

 

    2. Indirect Financial Losses (Time, Productivity, and Lost Economic Potential) 

In addition to direct corruption and theft, Lebanese citizens have endured decades of financial 

and productivity losses, which have crippled the economy and forced millions into poverty 

and emigration. 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/lebanon
https://www.icij.org/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/policies/eu-sanctions/
https://www.dea.gov/
https://www.interpol.int/


Category 
Estimated 

Loss ($B) 
Description 

Lost GDP from Mass 

Emigration (1975-2023) 

$200B - 

$250B 

- Over 3.5 million Lebanese emigrated since 

1975. 

- Highly skilled professionals left, weakening 

Lebanon’s economy. 

- Billions lost in missed investments, wages, and 

entrepreneurship. 

Private Generator Costs 

(Electricity Crisis) 
$40B - $50B 

- Lebanese people forced to rely on private 

generators due to a failed national grid. 

- Families pay $200-$500/month for unreliable 

power. 

Bank Deposits Stolen via 

Financial Crisis (2019-2023) 
$80B - $100B 

- Lebanese banks froze accounts and prevented 

depositors from withdrawing their money. 

- Bankers transferred billions abroad while 

ordinary people lost savings. 

Traffic Congestion & Wasted 

Commuting Time 
$30B - $40B 

- Lebanese spend an average of 1.5-3 hours per 

day stuck in traffic. 

- Productivity losses equivalent to 5% of 

Lebanon’s GDP/year. 

Port of Beirut Explosion 

Economic Losses 
$15B - $20B 

- The 2020 explosion destroyed businesses, 

homes, and key economic infrastructure. 

- Billions in trade revenue lost due to port 

mismanagement. 

Loss of Foreign Investment 

Due to Corruption 
$50B - $70B 

- International investors withdrew from Lebanon 

due to political instability & financial fraud. 

Health Crisis from Pollution & 

Water Contamination 
$10B - $15B 

- Lebanon’s garbage crisis led to massive 

pollution. 

- Poor sanitation increased disease rates, 

affecting workforce productivity. 

      Total Indirect Losses (1975-2023): $400B - $500B 

     Sources & Links: 



• Lebanese Diaspora & Economic Brain Drain (Carnegie Middle East) 

• Lebanon’s Banking Crisis & Stolen Deposits (Reuters) 

• Impact of Private Generators on Economy (L’Orient-Le Jour) 

• World Bank Reports on Lebanon’s Economic Collapse (World Bank) 

• Traffic Congestion & Economic Impact (Al Jazeera) 

 

      3. Grand Total: Direct & Indirect Losses 

Category 
Estimated Amount 

($B) 

Direct Losses (Stolen, Laundered, or Wasted Money) $500B - $600B 

Indirect Losses (Lost Productivity, Economic Collapse, Emigration, Energy 

Costs, Banking Crisis, etc.) 
$400B - $500B 

      Total Economic Losses (1975-2023): $800B - $1 Trillion 

 

           Final Summary 

      Lebanon has lost nearly $1 Trillion due to systemic corruption, theft, and financial 

mismanagement since 1975. 

      Direct losses from embezzlement, waste, and money laundering amount to $500B - 

$600B. 

      Indirect losses from emigration, energy failures, banking fraud, and lost productivity total 

$400B - $500B. 

      Stolen money is hidden in offshore accounts in Switzerland, France, UAE, UK, and tax 

havens. 

      Urgent action is needed to freeze stolen assets, prosecute corrupt officials, and rebuild 

Lebanon’s economy. 

     Lebanon’s collapse is not a natural disaster—it is a crime.       Time for accountability and 

asset recovery!            
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https://carnegie-mec.org/
https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.lorientlejour.com/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/lebanon
https://www.aljazeera.com/


      Lebanon’s Stolen, Wasted & Laundered Money (1975-Present) – Key People & Companies 

Involved 

Over $800 billion to $1 trillion has been stolen, wasted, or laundered in Lebanon since 1975 

through systemic corruption, banking fraud, public sector theft, and money laundering 

operations. Below is a detailed list of key Lebanese and foreign figures, companies, and 

networks involved in embezzlement, illicit enrichment, and financial crimes. 

 


